CRISES  OF THE   SIXTEENTH   CENTURY

every country it was the secular princes who made their choice
between competing religions.

In future, throughout the whole of Europe it was the laity who
determined the religion of the people and clergy. In the course of
thirty years England changed its religion four times under four
successive sovereigns. In France, where the secular authority was
also concentrated in the king, religion depended upon the king's
decision.

Hence this was a decisive moment in the evolution of the nation.
Two possible solutions lay before it: either it might elect to choose
a national Church, which would draw it nearer to the northern
peoples; or it might remain subject to the Church of Rome, which
would bring it into communion with the southern peoples. Upon
this choice of a Church was to depend the course followed by
education, morality, and intellectual life as a whole. In France,
as in England, this enormously important decision was arrived at
as a result of a series of fortuitous events.

JFORMATION OF THE CALVINIST PARTY

Absorbed in his war with Spain, Henry II allowed Calvinism to
make headway among the nobles, in spite of his horror of it, and
just as he had made peace and was beginning to exterminate the
heretics, he was wounded in the eye at a tournament and died of
the wound in 1559. His son Francis II was too young, and allowed
the government to be carried on in his stead by the uncles of his
wife, Mary Stuart, the Duke of Guise and Cardinal Guise, who
were determined enemies of Calvinism. But they had no sooner
succeeded in getting the Prince of Conde", the leader of the
Calvinist nobles, condemned to death, than Francis II died as the
result of an abscess. The Calvinist Church in France was saved
by these two accidents. Since the new king, Charles IX, was a
child, his mother, Catharine de' Medici, became regent and
governed in his name. She hated the Guises, who had excluded
her from all share in the business of State, and at first gave her
support to their Calvinist opponents.

The great people of that time lived in a world which received
hardly any religious instruction, and took but little interest in
religion. Most of them showed very little zeal in the practice of
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